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SUBJ: SOVIET DIPLOMAT'S COMMENTS ON SADAT VISIT TO ISRAEL 

1. SOVIET PIRST SECRETARY ALEXANDER AXENENOK, WHO ONE OF 
SOVIET EMBASSY'S ARAB APFAIRS EXPERTS, TOOK CONCILIATORY 
LINE RE IMPLICATIONS OF SADAT'S VISIT TO JERUSALEM IN DIS- 
CUSSIONS WITH EMBOPF SEPTEMBER 22. AXENENOK PRAISED SADAT'S 
"BOLD INITIATIVE", CONCEDED THAT KNESSET SPEECH HAD NOT 
COMPROMISED BASIC ARAB NEGOTIATING STANCE, AND NOTED THAT 
VISIT DID HAVE "CONSIDERABLE" SUPPORT WITHING EGYPT. AXENENOK 
THOUGHT SADAT HAD CONSIDERABLY MORE ROOM POR MANEUVER 
THAN ASAD, A MINORITY ALAWITE, HEMMED IN BY SYRIAN BA'TH 
PARTY AND CONPRONTED BY A HOSTILE IRAQ, BUT MOSCOW DID NOT 
BELIEVE THAT SYRIA COULD APPORD TO JOIN ALGERIA, LIBYA, AND 
IRAQ IN ANTI-EGYPTIAN REJECTION PRONT. SOVIETS BELIEVE THAT 
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SADAT'S MOVE WILL PROBABLY IRREVOCABLY SPLIT PLO INTO NE- 
GOTIATING AND REJECTIONIST CAMPS, SINCE ARAPAT TOTALLY 
UNPREPARED POR POST-JERUSALEM "NEW ERA " INTO WHICH SADAT 
HAS PLUNGED ARABS. 

2. PRIMARY SOVIET CONCERN AT PRESENT IS WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
TO GENEVA MEPC. SADAT VISIT TO ISRAEL HAS RAISED SOVIET 
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SUSPICIONS THAT FINAL GENEVA SETTLEMENT MIGHT BE PRE-ARRANGED 
VIA BILATERAL CONTACTS AMONG INTERESTED PARTIES, CUTTING 
SOVIETS OUT OE PEACE PROCESS. AXENENOK VOICED CONCERN THAT 
MEPC MIGHT SIMBLY BE "RUBBER STAMP", BUT AVOIDED CONDEMNING 
BILATERAL CONTACTS BY SIMPLY NOTING THAT MOSCOW WISHED TO 
DETERMINE EXACTLY HOW PEACE NEGOTIATIONS WOULD BE CONDUCTED. 
SOVIETS ALSO CONCERNED THAT SYRIAN OPPOSITION 
TO SADAT'S VISIT MIGHT UNDERMINE PREVIOUSLY AGREED-UPON 
UNIEIED ARAB DELEGATION CONCEPT, THUS FURTHER DELAYING MEPC. 

3. COMMENT: TONE OF SOVIET'S COMMENTS WAS CONSISTENTLY MILD, 

TO EXTENT THAT HE EVEN DOWN-PLAYED SOVIET EDITORIAL CRITICISM 
OE VISIT, NOTING THAT "FRANKLY" MOSCOW REALIZES THAT ARABS 
AND ISRAELIS MUST DEAL WITH EACH OTHER. AXENENOK NOTED THAT 
SOVIET EMBASSY IN CAIRO HAD HAD LONG MEETING NOVEMBER 21 
ON RAMIFICATIONS OF SADAT VISIT. JUDGING FROM HIS COMMENTS, 

LOCAL SOVIETS UNCLEAR EXACTLY WHAT RAMIFICATIONS OF SADAT'S 
INITIATIVE WILL BE AND ARE HESITANT TO ADOPT TOO HARD A 
POSITION UNTIL WATERS SLIGHTLY LESS MUDDIED. PRIMARY SOVIET 
CONCERN AT PRESENT SEEMS TO BE THAT SADAT, PROBABLY WITH 
AMERICAN ENCOURAGEMENT, TRYING TO CUT MOSCOW OUT OE PEACE 
PROCESS BY TURNING MEPC INTO SHOWCASE FOR AGREEMENT NEGOTIATED 
ELSEWHERE. 
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